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Asks Alice

(1998)

A micro-opera in two acts to be repeated 5 to 8 eight times.

for mezzo-soprano, two sopranos and piano

by

Peter Hatch

(Text attributed to Gertrude Stein)

Duration: circa 2 minutes x 5-8 repetitions = 10-16 minutes

Programme Note:

‘Asks Alice' is a very short ‘micro-opera’ in two acts. The text comes from the words last spoken by Gertrude Stein. At the time of
her death she turned to her companion of many years, Alice Toklas, and asked ‘Alice, what is the answer?” After a pause to this
unanswerable question she then asked the even more poignant "In that case, what is the question?"

The poignancy of this moment is underlined by the instructions to the performers to repeat the complete opera five to eight times in a

row exactly and without a pause in between. Thus, like a recusring dream or nightmare and in the tradition of Gertrude Stein's love
of repetition, her death scene is played again and again.
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*I'rom their entry to measure 33, the singers should move quickly

and cover as much of the stage area in their movements as possible -

Gertrude frantically, the Angels cool but deliberate.
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