
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

One Says. History is. 
 

for solo piano 
 

by 
 

Peter Hatch 
(Text by Gertrude Stein) 

 
 

March 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Texts used in this work are drawn from Gertrude Stein’s 1930 “We Came. A History.” and used with 
permission of the author’s estate. 



Programme Note 
 
 
How long can we continue to accumulate the weight of history? 
Every year, every day, every moment even, is an addition to our past. 
Coming with this weight is an incredible inertia and with this a sense of the  
inevitability of events. History seems to push on, repeating itself, cycling through set 
patterns even while accompanied by a sense of progress and growth.  
 
A text read by the pianist comes from Gertrude Stein’s ‘We came. A history’, written in 
1930 and characterized by a highly unusual presentation: 
the final 3/4 of the text is written completely as short bursts of words joined together 
by equal signs. (“How do you like what you have heard=History must be 
distinguised=From mistakes.=History must not be about=What is happening.=History 
must not be about=dogs and balls in all.=The meaning of those=Words. History must 
be= ,etc) The weight of these words through this expression are countered by a 
considered acceptance and appreciation of the inevitability of historical events: 
“History is what it is=which it is as they do.” 
 
‘One says. History is’ attempts to address the weight and inertia of history, an address 
coloured by the recent events in iraq. The acceptance of the inevitablity of history is 
perhaps not as easy in this work as with Stein’s. Virtuosic, physical playing gives way 
over the three movements (each much shorter than the previous) to a more resigned, 
wistful expression. 
 
‘One says. History  is’ was written for the tremendous talents of pianist Marc Couroux. 
 
 

Performer Instructions 
 
The bottom octave of the piano (A-G#) is muffled by placing a 1/2” strip of soft, 
adhesive putty (e.g.“Blu-tack”) perpendicular to the strings at a place that yields 
an interesting harmonic spectra (both clear and muffled harmonics) from those strings 
when they are struck. This preparation is left on for the complete duration of the work. 
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One Says. History is

Peter Hatch (March 2002)
(Text by Gertrude Stein)
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"How do you like  what you have heard."








(The following spoken text is to be spoken  broken up in fragments - as written - in a normal,  if somewhat flat, speaking voice.):
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(Silently depress L.H. keys from here to end,
using the middle pedal to sustain these notes.)
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