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Tidal Changes

for string quartet

I - Flow
II - Slack
III - Ebb

duration ca. 15:30

Programme Note

Stage setup: The vioist and cellist are seated downstage, with the violist in the position
usually occupied by the principal violinist. The two violinists are seated upstage, as in 
a normal quartet setup. (from audience viewpoint, the order left to right is viola, violin 1,
violin 2, cello).

Instruction #1: Play with a 'flowing, watery' feel - do not emphasize quarter notes. Feel free to
play ad lib just before or after each quarter note beat. This section is not 'canonic' as much
representing a constant circular spatial motion, each 'wave' building and receding as the next 
one starts, each player's momentum pushing into the next counter-clockwise to them.

Instruction #2: While staying in rhythm, use a random collection of colours note to note - 
 asto, ponticello, spaiccate, accented, pizzicato, etc. Continue until 'Normale'.

Instruction #3: 'Freebowing' - accel/ decl ad lib to letter G. Individual bow durations are
between quarter and 8th note triplet  in length.

Performance Notes

'Tidal Changes’ refers both to the three states of ocean tides - flow, slack and ebb. 
 Tides constantly turn and change direction and  are characterized by a surface texture  
which can seen as smooth while strong  underwater currents cause significant turbulence 
and movement.  The outer movements  are characterized by watery movement - swirl ing 
eddies of  sound speeding up and slowing  down, imitating the circular motion of a tidal pool.  
The middle movement is more static and playful.    

The placement of viol ist and cell ist downstage, closer to the audience, emphasizes  both the 
darker colours of their instruments while placing the viol ist in the position usually occupied by
 the first viol inist also a change in power dynamics  within the quartet itself.  The cell ist’s lowest 
string is tuned down from C to G, introducing the sounds of a  the double bass into the string 
quartet formation. The piece's outer movements are characterized  by watery movement - 
swirl ing eddies of sound speeding up and slowing down, imitating the  circular motion of a tidal pool.  

The middle movement is more static and playful.    The title ’Tidal Changes’ also references its more 
metaphoric use. Buddhism teaches that the  only constantfor us is change.  When someone says 
 ’the tide wil l change’  they suggest both a powerful  internal movement but also the inevitable
 cyclic nature of  - the ebb and flow - l ife.      
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Tidal Changes: I - Flow
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